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 Create an independent committee to review proposed demolitions, especially large-scale ones 
 

What procedural guidelines are suggested for legitimate demolitions? 

 Pre-demolition: Provide reasoned notice, publicize information, allow time for legal advice 
 During demolition: Minimize use of force, avoid heavy machinery, ensure presence of neutral officials  
 Post-demolition: Provide adequate rehabilitation, establish speedy grievance redress mechanism  
 Explore avenues to affix personal liability on officials ordering forced evictions and demolitions 
 

Can you answer the following question? 
Examine the constitutional and human rights implications of extra-legal demolitions in India. Suggest measures to 
balance the need for urban development with the protection of citizens' right to housing and due process. 

Dissolution of SCoS 
(The Hindu, 13-09-24) 

The Union Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has dissolved the 14-member Standing Committee on 
Statistics (SCoS) headed by eminent economist and former chief statistician of the country Pronab Sen.  

 Reason for dismantling: Works of SCoS overlapped with that of the Steering Committee for National Sample 
Surveys 

 

What were the key responsibilities of SCoS? 

 The SCoS advised the Centre on survey methodology, including sampling frames, sampling design, survey 
instruments, questions, etc. 

 It also played a vital role in finalising the tabulation plan of surveys, reviewing the extant framework, and 
addressing the issues raised from time to time on the subjects, results, methodology, etc. related to all surveys.  

 The Terms of Reference for the SCoS also included providing guidance for conducting pilot surveys/pre-testing, 
eand imparting technical guidance to the Central and State level agencies for conducting surveys. 

 

What is the role of the new committee? 

 The Steering Committee, which replaces the SCoS, has 17 members and one non-member secretary.  
o The Centre has retained at least four members from the SCoS in the Steering Committee . 

 The tenure of the Steering Committee will be for two years.  
 Its Terms of Reference are quite similar to that of SCoS, including reviewing subject results, methodology 

questionnaires, sampling frames, sampling design, concepts, definitions, survey instruments etc. related to all 
National Sample Surveys.  

 It will also advise the Ministry on survey methodology and finalise the tabulation plan of surveys. 
 The mandates of both the committees clash in a way, though the composition of the Steering Committee is 

different as it has more official members while the SCoS had several non-official members. 
 






