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 Tamil Nadu’s draft State Education Policy (SEP) clearly indicates that the State wants to stick to the 5+3+2+2 
curricular formula, rather than the NEP, which includes the pre-school years.  

 The SEP also proposes five years as the age of entry to Class 1, as against six years in the NEP.  
 The State wants undergraduate college admissions to be based on Class 11 and 12 marks, rather than a common 

entrance test as proposed by the NEP.  
 

Why does Tamil Nadu oppose the three-language formula? 

 The NEP 2020 recommends the mother tongue or the local language as the medium of instruction till Class 5 and 
says that all school students should be taught at least three languages, of which two must be native to India.  

 This three-language formula recommendation has been in every NEP since 1968, and has been implemented in 
many States by teaching the local language, as well as English and Hindi, with Sanskrit also offered as an option, 
especially in Hindi-speaking States. 

 Tamil Nadu has had a long-standing opposition to this formula, dating back to social movements in the pre-
Independence era.  

 From a widespread agitation against mandatory Hindi in the 1930s to violent anti-Hindi riots in the late 1960s, to 
protests against the NEP and Navodaya schools in 1986, there has been a consistent political consensus on the 
issue. 

 Instead, the State implements a two-language formula, making it mandatory for all students to study both Tamil 
and English throughout their school years, and they are free to choose Hindi or any other language as an optional 
third.  

 NEP 2020 says that “there will be a greater flexibility in the three-language formula, and no language will be 
imposed on any State”, indicating that it is not mandatory to include Hindi as one of the three languages.  

 However, this would still allow students to choose Tamil as a third language, to be studied for just a few years in 
middle school. 

 All major political parties in Tamil Nadu have rejected this formula on principle.  
 

Rights of future generations must guide climate debate 
(The Hindu, 17-09-24) 

 

What is Mission Mausam and its primary objective? 

 What is the Summit of the Future and its main objective? 
 To be held in New York on September 22-23, 2024 
 Aims to identify multilateral solutions for major global problems 
 Focuses on issues like conflict, climate change, pandemics, and inequalities 
 Envisions a world where people can thrive with greater protection from threats 

 

How does the article frame the debate on 'future generation rights'? 

 Presents it as a dominant theme in climate justice discussions 
 Highlights the moral imperative to ensure a liveable planet for future generations  
 Discusses the debate on whether there's a legal obligation to protect future generations  






