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Should children be barred from social media? 
(The Hindu, 20-09-24) 

 
The Australian Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese, has announced a plan to set a minimum age to use social media 
platforms.  
 In India, the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 requires verifiable parental consent for children's access to 

platforms collecting personal data 
 

What are the challenges in implementing age restrictions on social 
media? 

 Difficulty in verifying age online 
 Children's ability to circumvent barriers 
 Low digital literacy among parents, especially in countries like India 
 Shared device usage in many households 
 Burden of compliance often falls on parents 

 

How can children's online safety be improved? 

 Educate parents on supporting children's positive digital engagement 
 Include digital literacy and online safety in school curricula 
 Teach children to be resilient online 
 Address 'sharenting' and protect children's privacy rights 
 Regulate child influencers and their earnings 
 Implement age-appropriate design codes for platforms 

 

What responsibilities do social media platforms have in ensuring 
children's safety? 

 Design better, safer spaces for children and young people 
 Implement age assurance technologies while considering privacy concerns 
 Make design changes to minimize risks for children (e.g., better default settings) 
 Increase transparency about design changes and their impact on children's behavior 
 Balance using technology for both protection and user experience 
 
Can you answer the following question? 
In light of the global debate on children's access to social media, critically examine the challenges and potential 
solutions for ensuring online safety for minors.  

 
 
 






