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Weekly Current Affairs in Short (16th to 22nd September
2024)

National News

e India participates in BRICS Literature Forum 2024 in Kazan, Russia, focusing on global literature's
role in new realities.

e PM Modi Welcomes Newborn Calf 'Deepjyoti': PM Modi introduced a newborn calf named
'Deepjyoti', born at his residence, with a light-like mark on its forehead.

e Government Removes Floor Price on Basmati Rice: India removed the $950 per tonne minimum
export price on basmati rice to enhance export opportunities and support farmers.

e PM Modi Launches Namo Bharat Rapid Rail and New Vande Bharat Trains: India's first Namo
Bharat Rapid Rail (Ahmedabad to Bhuj) inaugurated, along with new Vande Bharat trains on several
routes.

e Angkor Wat Named Most Photogenic UNESCO World Heritage Site: Cambodia’s Angkor Wat
crowned Asia’s most photogenic UNESCO site by Times Travel.

e J&K Launches ‘Vote Ka Tyohar’ Theme Song: Jammu and Kashmir's theme song released to
encourage voter turnout in upcoming elections.

o Rashtrapati Nilayam to host Bharatiya Kala Mahotsav from Sept 29 to Oct 6, 2024.

e Swachh Bharat Mission enters its next decade; SHS 2024 campaign theme: ‘Swabhav Swachhata —
Sanskaar Swachhata.’

e Union Cabinet accepts recommendations on Simultaneous Elections (ONOE) under Ram Nath
Kovind’s chairmanship.

e NIFT launched India’s First Fashion Forecasting Initiative ‘VisioNxt’ combining Al and EI for trend

insights.

e President Murmu attended the Safai Mitra Sammelan in Ujjain under the Swachhata Hi Seva—2024
campaign.

e Poem on 'National War Memorial' and chapter on '"Veer Abdul Hameed' included in Class VI
curriculum.

e India and Romania mark 75 years of diplomatic relations with commemorative stamps.
State News

e Jagdeep Dhankhar Inaugurates 'Samvidhan Mandir' in Maharashtra: The Vice President
inaugurated the “Constitutional Temple” at 433 ITIs across Maharashtra.

e Inauguration of CREATE at Leh: MSME Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi inaugurated the Centre for Rural
Enterprise Acceleration through Technology (CREATE) in Leh.

o Uttarakhand enacted the Public and Private Property Damage Recovery Ordinance Act 2024.

e 19th Divya Kala Mela inaugurated in Visakhapatnam, with loans and assistive devices provided to
Divyang beneficiaries.

e PM Modi lays the foundation stone for PM Mega Integrated Textile Regions and Apparel Park in
Maharashtra.
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International News

Iran Launches Second Satellite: Iran launched the Chamran-1 research satellite, its second successful
satellite launch in 2024, advancing its aerospace program.

Typhoon Bebinca Strikes Multiple Countries: Typhoon Bebinca hits the Philippines, Japan, and is
soon expected to reach Shanghai, China.

Jordan’s King Appoints New Prime Minister: Jafar Hassan replaces Bisher al-Khasawneh as Jordan’s
Prime Minister after parliamentary elections.

Lebanon pager explosions kill 9, injure 2,800; attacks attributed to Israel.

India and US enhance energy cooperation, focusing on both conventional and renewable energy.
Sharjah Investment Forum (SIF) 2024 unveiled the world’s first Al-powered trade license service.
Nepal celebrates the ninth anniversary of the Constitution declaration with nationwide festivities.

Economy News

Piyush Goyal launches the 'Jan Sunwai Portal' to address exporters' issues and enhance stakeholder
communication.

NPCI raises UPI transaction limits for tax payments to X5 lakh per transaction.

India's forex reserves hit an all-time high of USD 689.24 billion as of 6th September 2024.

Haryana surpasses Punjab in GDP; West Bengal’s economic decline noted in EAC-PM report.
Windfall tax on crude petroleum reduced to zero, effective from Sept 18.

India’s exports to China fall 22.44% in August; China remains Sth largest export market for India.
Cabinet approves ‘One Nation, One Poll’, PM-AASHA scheme revamped with 335,000 crore for
MSP.

India on track to become the 3rd largest economy by 2030-31, driven by 6.7% growth rate.

Modi government allocates 312,554 crore for disaster relief to affected states.

Atal Pension Yojana subscribers reach 69 million with a corpus of 335,149 crore.

Banking News

UPI transaction limit increased to IS5 lakh for specific tax payment transactions by NPCI.

HDFC Bank's 'Parivartan' to Boost Farmers' Income: HDFC Bank aims to increase the income of 5
lakh marginal farmers by 2025 through its CSR initiative, Parivartan.

DPIIT to Launch BHASKAR Platform: DPIIT will launch the Bharat Startup Knowledge Access
Registry (BHASKAR) to boost India's startup ecosystem.

LIC Appoints Infosys for NextGen Digital Platform: LIC partners with Infosys to develop a digital
platform under its DIVE program.

Banks and financial institutions to invest Rs 32.5 trillion in renewable energy by 2030, with India
aiming for 500 Gw capacity.

YES BANK and Paisabazaar launch 'PaisaSave' Cashback Credit Card.

Business News

India's exports shrink 9.3% in August; trade deficit rises to $29.7 billion, a 10-month high.
India becomes 6th largest market in MSCI ACWI, surpasses China in market weight.

Defence News

Navika Sagar Parikrama II Set to Begin: Indian Navy officers Lt Cdr Roopa A and Lt Cdr Dilna K
will lead an all-women expedition to circumnavigate the globe aboard INSV Tarini.
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e VINETRA Commissioned at INS Satavahana: The Kalvari Submarine Escape Training Facility
(VINETRA) was commissioned at INS Satavahana, Visakhapatnam.

e Operation Sadbhavana, India's Humanitarian Response to Typhoon Yagi: India launches Operation
Sadbhavana to aid Southeast Asia after Typhoon Yagi.

o Raksha Mantri flags in the Open Water Swimming Expedition to 21 Islands of Andaman & Nicobar.

Appointments News

e Senior IPS Officer Amrit Mohan Appointed SSB Chief: Amrit Mohan appointed Director General of
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) until August 2025.

o Atishi Marlena from AAP to be the new Chief Minister of Delhi, replacing Arvind Kejriwal.

e Manu Bhaker appointed brand ambassador for Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways.

o Boxer Nikhat Zareen joins Telangana police as DSP.

Science and Technology News

e DRDO completes first phase trials of Light Tank ‘Zorawar’, designed for high-altitude deployment.

e (Cabinet approves Chandrayaan-4 mission for lunar landing and return with sample collection.

o India to launch its first space station module for scientific research by 2028.

e (Cabinet approves Venus Orbiter Mission to explore Venus.

e Development of reusable, low-cost Next Generation Launch Vehicle (NGLV) approved for future
moon missions.

e India’s third home-built 700 MWe nuclear reactor achieves criticality at Rajasthan Atomic Power
Project.

Schemes News

e Jyotiraditya Scindia launches the 'Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav' website to promote Northeast India's
cultural and economic richness.

e Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana marks 4 years, enhancing India's fisheries sector and
benefiting fishermen.

o NPS Vatsalya Scheme to Launch on September 18, 2024: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to
launch the NPS Vatsalya Scheme for children's pension accounts.

e Govt mandates platform aggregators to register workers on e-Shram portal to ensure access to social
welfare schemes.

o Cabinet approves 9,197 crore Bio-RIDE scheme to support biotech research and innovation.

e Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched the NPS Vatsalya scheme for parents to
invest in their children's future.

Awards News

e Indian Women’s Contributions Honored at Dubai Awards: Indian Women Dubai Awards 2024
celebrated achievements of Indian women across the UAE.

e Aishwarya Rai Wins Best Actress at SIIMA 2024: Aishwarya Rai wins Best Actress (Critics) for
"Ponniyin Selvan 2" at SIIMA 2024.

e Magnus Carlsen and Judit Polgar felicitated at FIDE 100 Awards for best male and female players.

e Dhruvi Patel wins Miss India Worldwide 2024.

Summits and Conferences News
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Amit Shah inaugurates the National Security Strategies Conference 2024 in New Delhi, addressing
security challenges.

MOoEFCC organizes a dialogue on the Montreal Protocol to advance climate action on World Ozone
Day 2024.

Third edition of INDUS-X Summit concludes in California, fostering India-USA defence innovation
collaboration.

India at G20 Agriculture Ministerial Meeting: India, led by Ram Nath Thakur, participated in the
G20 Agriculture Ministerial Meeting in Brazil to enhance agricultural cooperation.

India and EU agree to deepen cooperation in sustainable water management during 6th EU-India
Water Forum.

International WASH Conference 2024 concluded at the 8th India Water Week, focused on rural water
supply.

Ministry of Food Processing Industries hosting World Food India 2024 in New Delhi.

Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurated the Second Edition of the Inclusion Conclave by NADA.

2nd Global Food Regulators Summit 2024 inaugurated in New Delhi, focusing on global food safety.

Books and Authors News

‘Sri Rama in Tamilagam — An Inseparable Bond’ Released: Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi
released a book on Lord Rama's connection to Tamil Nadu.

Sports News

Neeraj Chopra Finishes 2nd in Diamond League Final: Neeraj Chopra secured second place with a
throw of 87.86m in the Diamond League final, just 0.01m behind Andersen Peters.

Oscar Piastri Wins Maiden F1 Victory: McLaren’s Oscar Piastri claimed his first Formula 1 victory at
the Azerbaijan Grand Prix.

India's Triumph at WorldSkills 2024: India wins 4 bronze medals and 12 Medallions of Excellence at
WorldSkills 2024 in France.

First Pakistani Woman Nominated as International Cricket Umpire: Saleema Imtiaz becomes the
first Pakistani woman nominated to ICC’s International Panel of Development Umpires.

17-Year-Old Anmol Kharb Wins First Singles Title in Belgium: Anmol Kharb wins her first
international badminton title in Belgium.

Indian men’s hockey team wins 2024 Asian Champions Trophy by defeating China 1-0.

ICC introduces equal prize money for men’s and women’s cricket World Cups, starting with the 2024
Women's T20 World Cup.

Dunith Wellalage and Harshitha Samarawickrama named ICC Players of the Month for August
2024.

Glasgow to host the 2026 Commonwealth Games after Australia withdrew due to escalating costs.
14th Hockey India Junior Men National Championship 2024 concludes in Jalandhar.

Jasprit Bumrah joins the elite club with 400 international wickets.

and Reports News

TIME's World's Best Companies 2024 features 22 Indian companies, highlighting India's growing
global corporate influence.

Cristiano Ronaldo reaches a social media milestone, further solidifying his global appeal beyond
football.

India rises to Tier 1 in the Global Cybersecurity Index 2024, demonstrating its commitment to
cybersecurity.
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India achieves Tier 1 status in Global Cybersecurity Index 2024.
Kerala tops the India Food Safety Index 2024 for the second consecutive year.

Important Days

Hindi Diwas 2024 celebrates India’s linguistic diversity and the adoption of Hindi as an official
language in 1949.

International Day of Science, Technology and Innovation for the South: Marked on September 16,
this day highlights the role of science and technology in developing countries.

International Day for Interventional Cardiology 2024: Observed on September 16, focusing on
advances in minimally invasive cardiac care.

World Ozone Day 2024: Celebrated on September 16, commemorating the 1987 Montreal Protocol to
protect the ozone layer.

International Day of Democracy: Celebrated on September 15, promoting democratic principles
worldwide.

National Engineer Day: Observed on September 15 in honor of M. Visvesvaraya’s contributions to
engineering.

8th India Water Week 2024: Organized by the Ministry of Jal Shakti from 17-20 September 2024.
World Patient Safety Day 2024: Observed on September 17, 2024, focusing on "Improving diagnosis
for patient safety."

World Cleanup Day 2024 celebrated on 20th September to raise awareness for sustainable clean-up
efforts.

International Day of Peace 2024 observed, marking the 25th anniversary of the Declaration on a
Culture of Peace.

Miscellaneous News

Zanskar celebrates the 9th Ladakh Zanskar Festival 2024 in Sani village, marking its first festival
since becoming a district.

India Sends $1 Million Humanitarian Relief to Vietnam: India launched Operation Sadbhav to
provide aid to countries hit by Typhoon Yagi, including Myanmar, Vietnam, and Laos.
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