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Discuss potential strategies India could adopt to reduce its dependency and enhance its mineral security, considering 
China’s dominance in critical minerals. 

 

Taking stock of global nuclear disarmament 
(The Hindu, 26-09-24) 

 

What is the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) and 
how does it differ from the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)?  

 TPNW, also known as the Ban Treaty, came into force in 2021 
  It prohibits developing, testing, producing, stockpiling, transferring, using, deploying, keeping, or threatening to use 

nuclear weapons  
 Goes beyond the NPT, which only bans proliferation and is silent on nuclear use and deterrence 
 

What is the current status of the TPNW and its global support?  

 As of July 2024, 70 states had ratified the treaty 
 27 more had signed but not yet ratified 
 Total support from 97 states represents almost 50% of states bound to legal frameworks on weapons of mass 

destruction 
 

How has the concept of nuclear deterrence been challenged recently? 

 Russia's nuclear threats during the Ukraine invasion were countered without overtly nuclear responses 
 China publicly opposed Russia's nuclear sabre-rattling despite their "friendship without limits" 
 These events contradict justifications for continued nuclear possession 
 

What is India's stance on nuclear treaties, and how does it relate to the 
TPNW?  

 India has not signed the NPT, perceiving it as discriminatory  
 India has not actively undermined the NPT despite not signing it  
 The article suggests nuclear possessors, including India, could similarly avoid challenging the TPNW while not 

joining it 
 
Can you answer the following question? 
Evaluate the potential impact of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) on global nuclear 
disarmament efforts.  
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