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Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution provides for the administration of tribal areas in the states of
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. Its purpose is to protect the rights of the tribal population in these
states. This provision is found in Articles 244(2) and 275(1) of the Indian Constitution. Understanding of this
schedule is important for MPSC aspirants to understand current tribal issues in India.
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Important Provisions

e It was passed by the Constituent Assembly in 1949 and aims to protect the rights of the indigenous
people through the formation of Autonomous District Councils (ADC).

e ADCs are bodies that represent a district and have varying degrees of autonomy within the state
legislature, according to the Constitution.

e The governors of these states are empowered to rearrange the boundaries of the tribal areas.

e He/she can include or exclude any area, increase or decrease the boundaries, and combine two or more
autonomous districts into one.

e The Governor can also change/alter the names of the Autonomous Regions without any separate
legislation.

e The Sixth Schedule, in addition to ADCs, provides for separate Regional Councils for each area
designated as an autonomous region.

e There are ten autonomous districts in the Northeast, three each in Assam, Meghalaya and Mizoram, and
one in Tripura.

e These areas are referred to as the district council of (name of district) and the regional council of (name
of region).

e Each autonomous district and regional council has a maximum of 30 members, four of whom are
appointed by the governor and the rest are elected. They are all in power for a five-year term.

e The Bodoland Territorial Council, however, is an exception as it can constitute up to 46 members out
of which 40 are elected.

e Thirty-five of the 40 seats are reserved for Scheduled Tribes and non-tribal communities, five are
unreserved, and the remaining six are nominated by the governor from underrepresented
communities in the Bodoland Territorial Areas District (BTAD).

e The ADCs have civil and judicial powers and can establish village courts within their jurisdiction to hear
cases involving tribes.

e The governors of the states covered by the Sixth Schedule specify the jurisdiction of high courts in each
of these cases.

e With the governor's approval, the councils can also make legislative laws on issues such as land, forests,
fisheries, social security, entertainment, public health, and so on.

e The central and state governments' roles are limited by the territorial jurisdiction of these autonomous
regions.
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e Acts passed by Parliament and state legislatures may or may not be enacted in these regions unless
approved by the President and the governor, with or without changes to the laws for the autonomous
regions.
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Conclusion

Marginalized groups require special protection of the Constitution to ensure that historical
wrongdoings against them are corrected and not repeated.In all this justice to the non-tribals have
been denied who have lived in ADCs for generations but have somehow been marginalized. Therefore,
the government and other agencies need to gain the trust and confidence of both the tribals and the
non-tribals of the region and make them feel safe and secure while addressing this sensitive issue.
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TSI gdrd YUl HIUT A1 HIUdl UebR JUfard Afgel SMed. WU, TRBR SO Sax AATT AT
HaeRId THRIds A&l S a1 YT ffgardt sifdr fomR snfeardt gratar fayma snfdr faymy wure
HUT SO T GRFEf SHTFO1 YRIGT aTe0l 3axah 3Ts.
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