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Kohlberg’'s Theory of Moral Development aﬁw Gl
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Lawrence Kohlberg’s work was modified and expanded upon Jean Piaget's previous work to form a theory
that explained how children develop moral reasoning. Piaget described a two-stage process of moral
development. Kohlberg extended Piaget's theory, proposing that moral development is a continual process
that occurs throughout the lifespan. His theory outlines six stages of moral development within three
different levels.
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Kohlberg’s Theory of Moral Development - Stages of Development
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Kohlberg identified three phases or levels of moral reasoning — Post-conventional, Conventional, and Pre-
conventional. Each of the levels is linked with complex moral development stages. Wﬁ?‘ﬁ:{ TR 7
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Kohlberg's classification can be outlined in the following manner:
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Level 1 - Pre-conventional (Qﬁ tI'R.TIﬁ?T)

At the pre-conventional level we don’t have a personal code of morality. Instead, our moral code is shaped
by the standards of adults and the consequences of following or breaking their rules. qﬁ JRUNRS TR R EAR
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Level/Stage Age Range/ |Description
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I: Obedience / Infancy No difference between doing the right thing and avoiding punishment
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Interest shifts to reward rather than punishment - effect is made to

Orientation Pre - school ||secure greatest benefit for oneself
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Stage 1: Punishment- Obedience Orientation (%IT- 3T3IT GIﬁIﬁT*TI'H)
This stage includes the use of punishment so that the person refrains from doing the action and continues
to obey the rules. For example, we follow the law because we do not want to go to jail.

S IRO1 H ST BT SUTIT M ¢ dlfh Hfad HRATS B 3 URgol B R (IH BT UTa 6l 36 | S&T8R0l & g,
TH B BT UTeH B ¢ it gH oId Ta oI a1gd & |

Stage 2: Instrumental Relativist Orientation (ﬁﬁlﬁtﬁ '\‘I'I'a&lﬂ'lﬂ:f &rﬁrﬁw:rm

In this stage, the person is said to judge the morality of an action based on how it satisfies the individual
needs of the doer. For instance, a person steals money from another person because he needs that money
to buy food for his hungry children. In Kohlberg’s theory, the children tend to say that this action is morally
right because of the serious need of the doer.
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Level 2: Conventional (WI'\‘TIW)

At the conventional level, we begin to internalize the moral standards of valued adult role models. URUN®
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Age
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II: Conformity and School - ||The “good boy / girl level. Effort is made to secure approval and maintain

Interpersonal Accord age friendly relation with others.
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Stage 3: Good Boy-Nice Girl Orientation (35T AS®T 33! A1 fHfa=am)

In this stage, a person judges an action based on the societal roles and social expectations before him. This
is also known as the “interpersonal relationships” phase. For example, a child gives away her lunch to a
street peasant because she thinks doing so means being nice.
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Stage 4: Law and Order Orientation/ Authority and Social Order

(T 3R FARIT U / AIRISROT 3R AT Saaw)

This stage includes respecting the authorities and following the rules, as well as doing a person’s duty. The
society is the main consideration of a person at this stage. For instance, a policeman refuses the money
offered to him under the table and arrests the offender because he believes this is his duty as an officer of
peace and order.
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Level 3 - Post-conventional (TR URUR®)

Individual judgment is based on self-chosen principles, and moral reasoning is based on individual rights
and justice. According to Kohlberg this level of moral reasoning is as far as most people get. fgd fAvfg
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[IL: Social Mutual benefit, reciprocity. Morally right and legally right are not always the
$ooc1a same. Utilitarian rules that makes life better for everyone.
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I1I: Universal
Adulthood Morality is based on principles that transcend mutual benefit.
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Stage 5: Social Contract Orientation (HTFITW 3dY Gﬁm

In this stage, the person is look at various opinions and values of different people before coming up with

the decision on the morality of the action.
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Stage 6: Universal Ethical Principles Orientation ﬁ'lif‘l-ﬁﬁﬁﬁ Afee fyeia GIﬁIﬁW’IW)

The final stage of moral reasoning, this orientation is when a person considers universally accepted ethical
principles. The judgment may become innate and may even violate the laws and rules as the person
becomes attached to his own principles of justice.
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A dilemma that Kohlberg used in his original research was the druggist's dilemma:?ﬁW‘fﬁ 30 Hdl /MY
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Heinz’s wife was dying from a particular type of cancer. The drug had been discovered by a local chemist,
and the Heinz tried desperately to buy some, but the chemist was charging ten times the money it cost to
make the drug, and this was much more than the Heinz could afford. Heinz could only raise half the money,
even after help from family and friends. He explained to the chemist that his wife was dying and asked if
he could have the drug cheaper or pay the rest of the money later. The chemist refused, saying that he had
discovered the drug and was going to make money from it. The husband was desperate to save his wife, so
later that night he broke into the chemist’s and stole the drug.
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Criticism of Kohlberg’'s Moral Development theory:
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Kohlberg tried to enhance the views or theory of morality which was briefly described by the Piaget. ﬁ—éﬂ—@lﬁ%{
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2. Kohlberg took the help from the studies of dilemma and was also interested in how an individual justify his/her
action if he/she was placed in similar moral dilemmas. aﬂﬁﬁaﬁ%{ Q"ﬁ?ﬂ aﬁqaé Y HGG ol @Tq—&' 1} feaaadt oY
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3. Another criticism of Kohlberg’s theory is that people frequently demonstrate significant inconsistency in their
moral judgements. This often occurs in moral dilemmas involving drinking and driving or business situations
where participants have been shown to reason at a lower developmental stage, typically using more self-interest
driven reasoning (i.e., stage two) than authority and social order obedience driven reasoning (i.e., stage four).
Critics argue that Kohlberg’s theory cannot account for such inconsistencies. aﬂ%aaﬁ & ﬁ@ﬁ U 3R
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4. Kohlberg’s stages are culturally biased—that the highest stages in particular reflect a westernized ideal of justice
based on individualistic thought. This is biased against those that live in non-Western societies that place less
emphasis on individualism. HIEAST ob °RU] Hiﬁ?i?lcb 0 Y UL 3 - fIRy 0§ Iwrdy @Rur Afdaare] faar
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