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Bruner's Theory of Cognitive Development/ §-IX ®1
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Jerome Bruner is a process theorist who held that children have a high action - oriented form of intelligence
and they know things by perceiving, them and are consequently strongly influenced by the vivid perceptual

characteristics of objects and events. SR X Uch ufeear ﬁl@’w % o g HIAdT % fo s » U™ Udh
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Pattern of Cognitive Growth / G ® faeTg o1 e

According to Bruner, cognltlve growth has several distinct characteristics. They are :
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Cognitive development is characterized by increasing independence of a response from a stimulus. ' RSRIEIEED
ﬁwwsﬁwﬁqﬁmaﬁmﬁq@aﬁm%l

2. Intellectual growth depends on child's mental representation of the world. Eﬁm faeTd o & fay & AR
gfafRe AR ears

3. intellectual developmentinvolves an increasing capacity of symbolic activity. Eﬁ'@iﬁ o ¥ UciteTee TTiafafd
BT S & A &

4. intellectual development depends upon systematic interaction with members of society. Eﬁ@a; e TS &
e} & 1Y Faryd STadid R R avare

5. Mental%development is characterized by increasing mastery of language. AR faer &1 fariwdn UTHT D1 Tl
HeRd

6. Intellectual development is marked by increasing ability to perform concurrent activities and to allocate

attention sequentially to various situations. m famr g Tl Tfafaf) &1 B o edn a—({ﬁ 3R faftre
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Stages of Cognitive Development/ GITATHD P& =Rur

According to Bruner, one's intellectual ability evolves as a result of maturation, training, and experiences
though a series of three sequential stages viz, the enactive, iconic and symbolic.
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1. Enactive Stage Tfepa T
This stage is characterized by the child's representation of things and events in terms of appropriate
motor responses and activities. At this stage the child knows the world only through the medium of
actions, not through the words or images. For example, the infant understands his environment by

touching, biting and grasping. S XUl H 3fera Arex ufafsparsit s nfafaferat & g A <ol oik gemai
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2. Iconic Stage mﬁﬁ? SART

This stage is characterized by the child's representation of things and events in terms of sensory images
or mental pictures (representation through perceptual means): At this stage. information is gained by
imagery and the cognitive process controlled by perception. Single feature of the environment holds
attention, visual memory is developed but impressionistic leaps take place. dg dU[ LEEHACEIR]
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3. Symbolic Stage TIPS TR0T

During this stage, symbolic representation in the form of words, symbols and other imagery abstract
phenomena takes the place of motor activities and sensory images. The child engages in symbolic
activities such as language and mathematics. The symbolic stage allows compatibility-that is
condensation of experiences into formulae such as F=ma, E=M(?, and into semantically rich statements,
such as Too many cooks spoil the broth or A stitch in time saves nine. R dRXU] & cﬁ%l-—l, e, Cl?ﬂﬁ S‘ﬁT
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Educational Implications of Bruner's Theory /R & Rigid & Rfere fAfgard

The following are the important, educational implications of Bruner theory of cognitive development :
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1. Bruner joins mental growth modes of representation and learning processes to introduce his idea of the spiral
curriculum. He states that if the teachers match the subject curriculum. He states that if the teachers match the
subject matter to the child's mode of representation, they can introduce complex ideas to children at different

times and with increasing abstractness.ﬁﬂﬁaqwaa &ﬁﬁwaﬁﬂmmﬁ%%uﬁﬁfﬁaaﬁwﬁ@ﬁ
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3. Children learn according to their mode of representation. So the teacher should select learning activities to be
given to the children keeping their stage of development in mind. For example, children at the iconic stage need
concrete objects and activities so that they can absorb them perceptually. = 304 UfaFid & R & SR
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4. According to Bruner, the child is first at the level of motor performance and then starts constructing the images
and then only he learns the use of words. The main defect of present day education is that it begins with the
word. Education which beings with motor activities will be more effective for preschoolers and primary
schoolers. TR & AR, = Ugd Hex UERH & WR W 8 3R R sfad o1 fufor IRe a1 g ik 39 a1e 6t
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