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Piaget Theory of Moral Development
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The term "moral" is derived from the Latin word "mores" which means manners, customs and folkways.
Moral development refers to the development or moral behaviour and moral concepts. Moral behaviour is
a socially desired behaviour. Moral concepts start developing when the child learns what is good and what
is bad, what is right and what is wrong
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Piaget (1932) used the interview method - to find out the various stages of moral development of the child.
According to him, there are four stages of moral development: which are as follows: oSt (1932) Bl

e R fafdr &1 Iy forar - = & Afdes faera & faftrs aRoll &1 gt & & fore | 39 SuR, Afdw
{3 & IR TRUI5: Ol U UHR -

Anomy (Birth to years) RER (ST |5 aﬁ'aw)

Heteronomy - authority (5 - 8 years) fowwar - wifereor (5-8 a’ﬁf)

Heteronomy Reciprocity (8 - 13 years) fowar uRufean (8-13 a’ﬁf)

Autonomy Adolescence (13 - 18years) Tl fh=TRTa=T (13-18 a’ﬁf)

B owoN e

1. Anomy (Birth to 5 years) Piaget called the first stage anomy, the stage without the law. At this stage the
behavior of child is neither moral nor immoral but is non - moral or moral. So, the child's behaviour is not guided

by moral standards. The regulators of behaviour arc pain and pleasure. CURER (\_Sf;qﬁ 5 atfam ERICERC R
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2. Heteronomy - Authority (5 to 2 years) This stage of moral development may be called the discipline of artificial
consequences imposed by adults. Moral development controlled by external authority. Rewards and punishment
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3. Heteronomy - Reciprocity (8 to 13 years) At this stage, there is the morality of cooperation with peers or
equals. This stage is regulated by reciprocity which implies that conformity with the group becomes necessary
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4. Autonomy - Adolescence (13 to 18 years) Piaget calls the stage as equity stage. Children of this stage demand
equality in moral action. The individual at this stage is fully responsible for his behaviour. ¥dII<dl ICRIREE]
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