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Biometric Face
Authentication for
GST registration

Why in news?
● The Andhra Pradesh Commercial Taxes Department, in partnership

with the Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN), is set to launch
a Biometric Face Authentication feature via an Android mobile
application.

Key Points:
● This initiative aims to streamline the GST registration process

while preventing fraudulent taxpayers from entering the system.
● The new feature is expected to curb the misuse of fake Input Tax

Credit (ITC) and enhance security by safeguarding Aadhaar
details and preventing the creation of fake identity cards.

● It ensures that only legitimate taxpayers are registered, protecting
innocent individuals from potential Aadhaar misuse.

Konda Reddi tribe Why in news?
● A particular Tribe in Andhra Pradesh Prefers Live-In Relationships

Over Traditional Weddings.

Key Points:
● Konda Reddis is a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group inhabiting

the banks of the river Godavari and also in the hilly forest
tracts of Godavari and Khammam districts of Andhra Pradesh.

● Their mother tongue is Telugu in its purest and chaste form,
with a unique accent.

● Livelihood:
○ They are primarily shifting cultivators and largely depend on

flora and fauna of forest for their livelihood.
○ They collect and sell non timber forest produce like

tamarind, adda leaves, myrobolan, broom sticks, etc., to
supplement their meagre income.

○ They largely cultivate jowar, which is their staple food.

Green hydrogen Why in news?
● On January 8, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the

foundation stone for a new railway zone and green hydrogen
projects in Visakhapatnam.

Key Points:
● Green hydrogen is a clean-burning, non-toxic, and highly

combustible fuel that can be used in a variety of applications.
● Green hydrogen is produced by splitting water molecules (H2O)

into hydrogen (H2) and oxygen (O2) using electricity generated
from renewable sources like solar, wind, or hydro.

● Applications
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○ Green hydrogen can be used in a variety of applications,
including:

○ Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (FCEVs)
○ Aviation and Maritime
○ Industry (Fertilizer Refinery, Steel, Transport (Road, Rail),

Shipping, Power Generation)

Thalliki Vandanam
Scheme

Why in news?
● The State Cabinet has decided to launch ‘Thalliki Vandanam’

from the next academic year.

Key Points:
● Under this Thalliki Vandanam Scheme, it intends to provide

financial aid to the youth of the state to complete their
education.

● The scheme will provide rupees 15000 annually to the students.
Through this scheme, the future of the youth will be secured.

● This scheme will surely increase the literacy rate around the state.
● The students belonging to the economically backward sections of

the state will be given a chance to complete their education.

Awards & Honors
:Arjuna Award

Why in news?
● Visakhapatnam’s 25-year-old athlete, Jyothi Yarraji, has been

selected for the prestigious Arjuna Award.
● A trailblazer in Indian athletics, Yarraji made history as the first

Indian woman to qualify for the 100m hurdles at the Paris 2024
Summer Olympics.

Key Points:
● It is awarded for consistent good performance over a period of

four years.
● The winners of the Arjuna Award receive a statuette of Arjuna, a

certificate and a cash prize.
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