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Difference Between Operant and Classical Conditioning
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We can divide the differences between classical and instrumental or operant conditions into the
following two categories:

1. Procedural Differences.

2. Theoretical Differences.
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1. Procedural Differences: These types of differences occur due to the difference in manipulating the

relationships of stimuli, responses and reinforcement. IfaTcHF 3IAT: ITASTATAT, TTATFATAT AT T

AT H ZTRT LA o S o LT S TR o AL gld &

(i) Contingency of Responses and Results: In instrumental or operant responses, the responses & the
results of responses depend mutually, while in classical conditioning, this contingency exists

between conditioned stimulus (CS) and Unconditioned Stimulus (US). Sater X wformat i
STRTeReRaT: AfATre a7 fharsga gfafwarst #, st i gtatrare o ower Q6T #7393,
ST T AT H, T AT CHRAT FT IASTAT (FTTH) AT 61T 9 AT (T0H) F A1 JISE 2

(ii) Clarity of Stimuli: Classical conditioning possesses identifiable CS & US, which in instrumental or
operant conditioning, no stimulus can be identified or recognized. STSHT &I TIZAT: TTHA EREED] E

TTE T29TH IRF CS 3% US 3ra &, ForaH o atafcres 2 S stqatee #, 6t ot stsm &1 ag=mr ar
TR R ST HoHT 2,

(iii) Role of Reinforcement: In classical conditioning, US functions as reinforcement because without it
conditioning is not possible. In instrumental or operant conditioning, reinforcement is provided to

some definite or determined response. YA &l YIHFT: TTHT ATAET H, TUH FEIHI o & H FH1F
FIAT € FFIh 3O [T SAqaeT G99 Tal gl A7 a1 g aqaed §, 32 [faa a1 Feaita
TTATRAT o TolT Y& J& AT Sar g

(iv) Experimenter's Control Over Response: In classical conditioning, that response is under the
control of the experimenter which he wants to condition. He can produce that response which he
wants to condition by providing US to the subject as and when he wishes. Contrary to this in
instrumental conditioning, the experimenter has no such stimulus by which he can get response.
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(v) Response Type: It has been proved by various studies that only classical conditioning processes can

study autonomic responses, such as saliva secretion. But in instrumental conditioning or operant

conditioning, only the responses related to nervous system can be conditioned. fafHaT weT: fAfe=
TEAAAT & T ATET gl g [ hael A AqH G THATU TATAT TIA AT T STETAT T HheA [ 5, S AT
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2. Theoretical Differences: Thorndike has given the name to this phenomenon as learning by Trail and

Error. From this point of view, the classical conditioning is of S - S type and instrumental or operant

conditioning is of S - R type conditioning. Both of these conditionings are of two types of learning, H&i{d®
ST ATSTSH o 38 TeAT I STERTH o TITE F I 1 ATH (4T &1 39 3 &, T SAIGT S - S THT Al § &l
AT a7 AT AgEET S - R TR 6T 81 T A1 of SAqae &l Th g

According to Skinner, in classical conditioning, the reinforcement is related to excitement, while in

instrumental conditioning, there is a positive relationship to between a response and reinforcement. The

reinforcement to instrumental conditioning depends on the type of response a subject produces. &% %
SATATY, TTT AL T, TITAT I<SAT & HATAT g, STaTeh ATH T AT |, Tk AT AT 3 T o o9 T
TR Hael g1 AT ST  [oIT T Uk (6o g Scael T Te0dT o T 92 AT Fxar g

Difference between Classical Conditioning Theory and Operant Conditioning Theory
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Classical Conditioning Theory /
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Operant Conditioning Theory /
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1. This theory was propounded by IVAN P. Pavlov a
Russian Physiologist in 1903.

1. This theory was propounded by B. F. Skinner, an
American Psychologist, in 1938.
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2. In this kind of conditioning the behaviour is
affected by the stimulus.
TH T8 % AqAY § AL ST & TATGT 2T g

2. In this kind of conditioning the behaviour is free
restraints.
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3. In this kind of the conditioning the organism is
not rewarded for every attempt (trail)

3. In this kind of conditioning the organism is
rewarded for each successful attempt.
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4. In this kind of conditioning the link between the
stimulus and Response is based on the law of

Proximity.

4. In this kind of conditioning the relationship
between the stimulus and the response is based on
the law of effect.
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Classical Conditioning Theory /

T e g

Operant Conditioning Theory /
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5. In this kind of conditioning the behaviour of the
organism is controlled by Automatic Nervous
System.
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5. In this kind of conditioning the behaviour of the
organism is controlled by the Central Nervous
System.
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6. In this kind of conditioning the organism exhibits
its inner behaviour.
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6. In this kind of conditioning the external
behaviour of the organism is exhibited.
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7. In this kind of conditioning the organism remains
passive.
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7. In this kind of conditioning the organism
remains active and to be rewarded it must act.
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8. In this kind of conditioning two stimuli are
presented simultaneously. When one of stimuli is
removed after sometime the organism responds to
the stimulus present.
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8. In this kind of conditioning two stimuli are
presented simultaneously.
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9. In this kind of conditioning the reinforcement
(the reward) is offered to the dog before it begins to
salivate.
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9. In this kind of conditioning the rat acts before it
gets the reward.
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10. In this kind of conditioning the organism shows
respondent behaviour. This kind of behaviour
shows in response to a stimulus. Pavlov has used
the term ‘elicited’ behaviour.
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10. The behaviour in this kind of conditioning is
operant behaviour. The operant behaviour as
propounded by Skinner is ‘emitted’ behaviour.
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11. This kind of conditioning is stimulus based
conditioning.
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11. This kind of conditioning is respondent
behaviour.

TH qYg & AqRET T tharefie Tag gl

12. In this kind of conditioning there is an
associative relation between the two stimuli.
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12. In this kind of conditioning there is an
associative link between the stimulus and the
response.
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